STEWARDSHIP

HOW TO BE A FAITHFUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARD

In recent years, the term "stewardship" has finally become a part of our Orthodox Christian terminology. The
word "Steward" is derived from the Greek word OIKONOMOS which simply means "manager." Stewardship
describes how we use our time, talents, and treasures to further the cause of assisting the Church in her efforts to
effectively spread the Gospel. Most of us would rather not speak of money and the Church in the same
conversation. We are aware of the Old Testament directive to give a portion of our earnings back to God. Sadly,
we find ourselves looking for loopholes in that command as seek to justify our falling short of giving a percentage
of what we possess, forgetting that "every good and perfect gist comes from above."

God has given so much to us. Aside from our material possessions, He has blessed us with health, abilities, and life
itself. He has also offered intangible blessings to all of us -forgiveness, strength, courage, and ultimately, eternal
life just to name a few. Therefore, it is certainly a "given" that we should give back to God in return.

In what spirit should our gift be offered? First, we should give proportionately. Perhaps the greatest gift of
stewardship can be found in the story of the poor widow, who came into the temple one and gave "all that she
had." It amounted to next to nothing, but as Christ was quick to point out, she did not give out of her abundance,
but rather out of her poverty, making her sacrifice that much greater. We must give gladly. In reality, a gift given
grudgingly, our out of a sense of obligation to do so is not a gift at all. The Apostle Paul certainly says so when he
write: "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let
each one of you gives as he purposes in heart, not grudgingly or out of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver."
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

Finally, we must give humbly. Our Lord Himself told us that "when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing." (Matthew 6:3)

We must not seek glory for our giving. God knows our good deed and will reward us accordingly. May we all be
the faithful steward that Christ expects us to be! -Vestal Publishing, Cliffwood, NJ

OIKONOMOI TOY KYPIOY

Topa terevtauna, akovpe cvoyva t AeEn XTOYAPNTZIT o710 Ae€ihoyio tng EAANvikng papBodoéov
ExkAnciag . AvTtog 0 0pog, dgv elvat TIToTa AALO aro tov tvevpatiko opo OIKONOMOI tov
Bpioketar otnv Koawvn AtaOnkn. Tt copoivet OIKONOMOZX? OIKONOMOZ glvoiiautoc—ouTn mTov
dwayepileton ta Pacika Bepata mov opilet o Kuprog pog. Elvat to tpocwno avto mov kottalel va
PPOVTIGEL TO GTLTL TOV, AAAQ KO VA ppovTicel Tov O1ko tov Ogov, dniadn, Tnv ExkAnota.

Olot karovpeda va etpocte OIKONOMOI touv Kuprov pe v ot pog, aAio Kot e To ofoio Hag.
To va elpaote drayeiproteg Tov Noov pog, OIKONOMOI, antteitan vo TpoGHEPOLLE TO Y POVO LOG,
TOL X OPLGUOTA OGS, KOl TNV OLKOVOLULKT] LOG EVIGYLOT).

O Megyag Anoctorog tov EOvev, ITaviog, pog vrevOilel ot 0Tav TPOGHEPOVLE TO Y POVO LAG,
TOV 1310 TOV ELTOV HOG, KO TNV OLKOVOULKT) HOG DTOGTNPLEN LE Y OPa KOl KOl EVY OLPLGTN O, TOTE
do&aloovue tov Kuplo pe oAn pog v kopdta Kot oyon).

Agev pmopovpe va elpaote anabeic. Xpetalopaote Tn fondeia olov yia Ta fadiGel UTpocTal TO EPYO
oL Kvprov. To Aaunpo mapadnypo s ynpogs e Koaivng Atadnkng mov npocedepe e evyoplotnon
ott Arya e1ye 6to Nao Tov Ogov, pog KaBodnyel vo GLVNOEITOTOINGOLE OTL KOl EUELS LE BEAN OGN KO
ELYOPLOTNCON TPETEL VOL TPOCPEPOLLE OTL UTOPOVLLE TPOS LTIOGTNPLEN ToL Naov pog Etotl kat petg,
ywvoueba karor OIKONOMOI-EZTOYAPNTZE tn¢ ExkAnciog pog.

[TovtoTe GOG ELYOPLOTOVE YLOL TNV AYOTE GOG KOl TNV YEVOLOO®PLOL COLC.



