STEWARDSHIP
HOW TO BE A FAITHFUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARD
In recent years, the term "stewardship" has finally become a part of our Orthodox Christian terminology. The
word "Steward" is derived from the Greek word OIKONOMOS which simply means "manager." Stewardship
describes how we use our time, talents, and treasures to further the cause of assisting the Church in her efforts to
effectively spread the Gospel. Most of us would rather not speak of money and the Church in the same
conversation. We are aware of the Old Testament directive to give a portion of our earnings back to God. Sadly,
we find ourselves looking for loopholes in that command as seek to justify our falling short of giving a percentage
of what we possess, forgetting that "every good and perfect gist comes from above."
God has given so much to us. Aside from our material possessions, He has blessed us with health, abilities, and life
itself. He has also offered intangible blessings to all of us -forgiveness, strength, courage, and ultimately, eternal
life just to name a few. Therefore, it is certainly a "given" that we should give back to God in return.
In what spirit should our gift be offered? First, we should give proportionately. Perhaps the greatest gift of
stewardship can be found in the story of the poor widow, who came into the temple one and gave "all that she
had." It amounted to next to nothing, but as Christ was quick to point out, she did not give out of her abundance,
but rather out of her poverty, making her sacrifice that much greater. We must give gladly. In reality, a gift given
grudgingly, our out of a sense of obligation to do so is not a gift at all. The Apostle Paul certainly says so when he
write: "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let
each one of you gives as he purposes in heart, not grudgingly or out of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver."
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7)
Finally, we must give humbly. Our Lord Himself told us that "when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing." (Matthew 6:3)
We must not seek glory for our giving. God knows our good deed and will reward us accordingly. May we all be
the faithful steward that Christ expects us to be!
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